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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HIS letter was deſigned to have been 
publiſhed, ſome time before the laſt 


intended performance of the Mixos, but 


it was not ſent time enough to the preſs, 


occaſioned by the author's not know- 
ing, till it was too late, that Saturday 
October the 25th, was fixed for the 
performance, An awſul event was 
the means of the MINoR's not appear- 


ing as advertiſed ; but as the ſhutting up 


the theatres will only be for a ſhort time, 
and as it is moſt probable chat the manager 
may be induced to ſuffer the MinoR to 


be acted, unleſs he ſees good reaſon to 
the contrary ; the author of this letter 
thinks it his duty to publiſh it, in hopes 
that the reaſons therein contain'd may 


have their due weight, not only with 


Mr. Garrick, but with all thoſe who 
intended to ſupport and encourage, by 
there preſence, a performance ſo deroga- 
tory trom the honour of Gop, and the 
welfare of ſociety, Theſe are never fo 
likely to be promoted, as when a due def- 
ference to Religion is endeavoured to be 
maintained in the minds of the people, 
and when every attempt to leſſen or de- 
ſtroy it, is oppoſed and diſcouraged, 
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8IX, | 
& S the theatres are intended for the |} 
A amuſement and diverſion of the |} 
| public, there is no ſort of doubt, 
' but thatevery body has arightof delivering 
their ſentiments, in regard to whatever is 
performed there, in the moſt public man- 
ner—and as you, fir, as I am informed, 
are chief director of Drury-lane ſtage, 1 
can't ſuppoſe any perſon ſo proper as your 
ſelf, to be applied to on the ſubject of re- 
drefi of gricvauces. 
I am not going to enter upon any diſ- 
pute about the abſolute unlawfulneſs of 
 flage-entertainments, that point is ably and 
unanſwerably proved by the maſterly pen 
of the Rev. Mr. William Law, in a little 
pamphlet publiſhed by him on that ſubjeCt. 
Nor do I intend to enter into any ge- 
neral enquiry concerning the abuſe of the 
ſtage, ſuppoſing it a thing lawful in it- 
ſelf, if rightly managed for this 1 like- 
wiſe refer) you to a more learned and able 
pen, I mean that of the late Mr, Jeremy 
Collier; his writings are adapted to the 


performances of the preſent day as much 
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to be laughed out of their / 


as to thoſe of the time he wrote in — Con- 
grieve and Vanburgh are ſtill exhibited, 


and doubtleſs contribute their quota to 


the corruption of good morals as much as 


Ever; nor can I ſuppoſe their influence to 
be at all leſſened by the revival of the 


Chances, the Beggar's Opera, &c. 

I know full well that when the ſtage i 18 
attacked, its advocates immediately plead 
for its being a place, where, people are 
ſollies, and 
ſhamed out of their vices; but however 
plauſible this may ſound, I believe I may 
venture to affirm, that neither you, or any 
one elſe, can produce one ſingle inſtance 
of the truth of it ; but on the contrary, I 


fear many are to be found, who have 


been brought acquainted (to their coſt) 
with Follies and vices they were ſtrangers 
to bcfore. 


lines of his prologue to Cato, deſcribed 


them exactly, and that they were condu- 


cive in the higheſt degree 
To wake the foul by fender flrokes of art, 
To raiſe the genius, and to mend the heart, 
To make mankind in conſcious virtue bold, 


Live o'er each ſcene, and be what they behold. 
ſir, when we are made ac- 


But, alas, 


When we hear the friends of 
ſtage-entertainments talk, a novice would 


really think that Mr. Pope in the four firſt 
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quainted with the /ewwdneſs and profane- 


neſs of the ſtage, and behold ſcenes ex- 


hibited there, which are enough to put 
modeſty to the bluſh, and wound /erzouſ- 
neſs to the very heart, when we tee the 
pearls and jewels of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel of the bleſſed Gop trodden under 


foot, and the moſt intereſting truths of our 


holy chriſtian religion ridiculed and blaſ- 
phemed, how muſt we change the lan- 
guage of the above-cited lines, and ſay, 
the theatre is now made conducive 


To wound the ſoul with ſtrokes of devil'ſh art, 
To ſpoil the genius, and corrupt the heart, 


To make mankind in vice and Jewwdneſs bold, 


Live o' er each ſcene, and be what they behold. 
And now, ſir, give me leave to enter 
ſomething cloſer upon the ſubject of this 
letter, and addreſs myſelf to you, as the 
Chief director of that ſtage, where the 
MINOR is now (as the news-papers in- 
form us) ſoon to be publickly exhibited, 
But firft let me ſtop a little, in order to 
take prejudice out of the way ; methinks 
; hear you ſay, © This is ſome Methodiſt — 
fome bedy ſet on by M. Indeed, fir, I am 
not, Mr. W. knows nothing of the writ- 


ing of this letter, or who Wrote it, any 


more than you do—l will not ſay one 
word in behalf of Mr. W. I hall put 
him as much out of the caſe as if there 
was no ſuch man breathing: I profeſs 
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no attempt to defend any thing but the 


truths of the bible, and conſequently the 
religion of this country, as by law eſtabliſhed. 


As to the title of this piece, I think it 


has been miſtaken, the author ſtyles it a 
Comedy, another has called it an Inter- 
lude, but J rather think it deſerves the 
name of a Dramatic Libel againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion. My reaſons for think - 
ing ſo are. 

iſt. The language with which is Opens, 
for inſtance, 

Smart. I'm damm d glad on't, (p. 1,) 

Smart. Zounds let's go ſee what he is 
about, [p. 2.) 

Smart, I have a damm d fine original 
for thee (p. 3. )—that will be damn'd fine, 
won't it? (p. 4,) 

Smart. O damn it, he'll do, (ib.) 

Smart, Admirable by heavens, (ib.) 

Foote, Oh dam'me—tis a ſhame, (p. 5.) 


Smart, What the Devil then, are we 


to have nothing perſonal ? ( ib, 2 

Damn'd abſtruſe jargon. (p. 7.) 

] have red Poets, who have talk'd of 
gathering flowers on the top of Parnaſſus, 
and of helping their genius with the pure 

waters of Helicon ; but one would think 
the author of the Minor had taken a trip 
with Virgil's Hero, 
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But does Mr. Garrick think ſuch lan- 


guage as this is fit for the entertainment 
of polite ears? or would any one imagine 
that theſe ſpeeches, if weigh'd one mo- 
ment in the ballance of reaſon (to ſay no- 
thing of religion) could poſſibly be intro- 
duced, with the leaſt degree ofapprobation, 
before any audience, except the inhabitants 
of Bridewell or Newgate ? I bluſh for my 
countrymen, when J recolle&, that even 


this ve tuff, was attended to in the Hay- 


market, by crowded audiences, for above 
thirty nights, and that with applauſe ; 
whereas it was diſmiſs'd, with deſerved 


abhorrence, after being one night only of- 


ſered to the people of Ireland, at one of 
their theatres. This J have been credibly 


informed ot, and believe it to be true. 


i can't leave the introduction, as it is 
called, without remarking one thing more, 
and that is, the high compliment the 


ladies, who have taken the boxes * for 


five nights together, receive from the 


mouth of Mr. Pearce. (p. 10.) It ſeems 


this Mr. Pearce acquaints Mr, Foote, that 
one of the actreſſes don't like the part of. 


the bawd, and won't play it. 


Foote. Indeed ! 
Pearce, If it had been only a whore, 
_ lays: 
* Zo tie Duily Gazztiee: inform' the public. 
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fays ſhe, I ſhou'd not have minded it, be- 


cauſe no lady need be aſhamed of doing that. 


Now we come to the ſecond head of 
obſervation, the play itſelf, in which the 
ſpirit and language of the introduction is 
fairly kept to, and even exceeded; prooſs 
of which will very fully appear before ! 
have done, Let us juſt, by the way, ob- 
ſerve the decent manner, in which Mr. 
Foote treats that reſpectable body ot men, 


the citizens of our great metropolis. 


Sir William. Why truly, Brother, had 
you ſtuck to your old civic vices, hypocrijr, 
couſenage, and avarice, I don't know 
whether I might not have committed 
George to your care 3 

Now, ſir, is this way of dealing out 


ſcandal by Wholeſale, quite agreeable to 


the rules of a well- ordered theatre? or 
even to Mr. Foote's own ſpeech * (p. 7.) 
6 If you mean the blunders of a few pea- 
ſants, or the partial pinciples of a /ingle 


coundrel, are to ftand tis characteriſtical 
marks of a «bole country, your pride may 


produce a laugh; but, believe me, it is at 
the expence of your underſtanding.” 

But leſt I make my letter too long, I 
muſt paſs over much that is juſtly repre- 
henſible, and come to that part, which, 
inftead of pleaſing, is enough, one would 
think, to make the hearers /remblc, 
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We have the following converſation be- 


| tween fir George and Dick, It ſeems fir 


George, upon ſomething Dick ſays, gives 
him a hint about turning preacher. ( p. 34) 
Sir George. No bad ſcheme, Dick. 


Thou haſt a fine, ſober, pſalm-ſinging 


countenance; and "when thou haſt been 


ſome lime in their Trammels, may'ſt make 
as able a teacher as the beſt of them. 
Dick. Laud, fir, I want learning. 
Sir George. Oh, the Spirit, the Spirit 


will ſupply all that, Dick, never fear. 


To ſay little of the ſarcaſm Sir G. 
throws out upon Z/a/m-/inging, which, 


tho' it claims but an under- -part, as it were 


in the wickedneſs of this converſation, is 
yet very profane, as finging of pſalms is 
a duty enjoin'd by the Holy Scriptures, ' 
and conſequently practiced by chriſtians 
in all ages, with the ſame diligence as 
prayer, Gr any other means of grace, en- 
Joined them by Almighty Gop. But as 


1 hinted before, the profaneneſs of this 


farcaſm is fo far eclipſed by what follows, 
that J will haſten to remark what occurs 


to me upon it. 


When Dick pleads his want of learning, N 


he is told the ſpirit, the ſpirit will ſupply that. 


What jpirit can here be meant, but 
the Spirit of Gor, the Holy Ghoſt ? Sup- 


poſe this ſpeech had ſtood thus, 
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Sir G. The Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Ghoſt 
will ſupply that—never fear. 
Now, fir, where's the difference be- 
tween the Spirit, and the Hay Ghoſt? Cer- 
tainly none at all, except it be in the found, 
When J read in Gop's word, Rom, viii. 
26. that the Spirit helpeth on tfirmties, 
I have always thought that it meant the 
ſame as if it had been ſaid, tbe Holy Ghoſt 
helpeth our infirmttes, 

« Oh but we don't mean to ridicule any 
thing ſacred, only to laugh at Mr. Squin- 
tums enthuſiaſm,” Sir, if expecling the 
aids of the Spiril is enthufiaſm, it mult 
not be charged wholly on Mr. Squintum; 
the charge muſt fall on the Prophets, A. 
Poſtles, Evangelifts, nay, on Chrift Hi insel, 
for they firſt taught chriſtians to pray for 
the Spirit, and to exrect it ſhould be gi- 
ven to them; this is the view our eſta- 
bliſh'd church hath of the ſcriptures ; 
therefore the people are taught to pray, 
that God would grant them repentance, 
and his Holy Spirit—and to ſay, take not 
thy Holy "Sporis from us. — And again, 
cleanſe 7 thoughts of our hearts by the in- 
Jhiration of thy Holy Spirit—that the Holy 
Sperit may in all ihings direct and rule our 
bearts. Coll. for 19 Sun. after Trin. &c. 
Therefore if I conſider our holy religion 
only in a political view, this irreverent 


(9] 
mention of the Spirit's name, is a very 
great offence, and I have no doubt within 
the meaning, tho' not within the /etfer of 
ſtat. 3. Jac. 1.C. 21. againſt Sfage-blaſphemy. 
But when I conſider the Chriſt ian Re- 
ligion, as It really is, the religion of the 
Holy Gor, and how his word enjoins the 
deepeſt reverence to his cogequel and co- 
eternal Spirit, inſomuch that I read of 
inſtant death inflicted on Ananias and Sap- 
phira for daring to equivocate, and lye a- 
againſt Him, Acts. v. And when I hear Si- 
mon tlie ſorcerer reproved in ſo awful a 
manner, by the apoſtle Peter, only for 
conceiving an unworthy thought of the 
Spirit within his heart, Acts viii. 20, &c. 
But above all, when I hear the Lox de- 
clare, that all manner of fin and blaj- 
phemy ſhall be forgiven unto men, but the 
5 againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not 
be forgiven unto men; and whoſoever 
Jpeaketh a word againſt the Son of Man, 
it ſhall be forgiven him, but (mark what 
follows, fir,) whoſcever ſpeaketh againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, 
wether in this world, neither in the World to 
come.—1 ſay, fir, when I hear theſe things 
declared in Gob's word, I am far from... 
thinking a pretence Ludere cum ſacris, ſo 
eaſily found, as Mr. Foote ſeems to do in 


his introduction. (p. 8.) With the leaſt de- 
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gree of innocence I am convinced it can- 


not be done, but in the preſent inſtance, it 
is done in a very hon, becauſe in a very 
very ludicrous manner and indeed, fir, 
it is my heart's deſire and pray er to Gop 
for you, for the author of the Minok, and 
for all that have been concerned from time 


to time in the repreſentation of it, as well 


actors as ſpectators, that you and they 
may be truly ſenſible of the guilt and dan- 
ger of thus irreverently treating ſacred 
things, and repent deeply of it before Al- 
mighty Gop. 

Further, the next page introduces ſir 


Wm. Wealthy, under the character of a 


German Baron, pimping for ſir George, 
and having pick'd up and made a contract 
for whoredom with a woman at the opera; 
he delivers it to ſir George, who begins 
reading the contract in French, upon 
which we have the following ſpeech. 
Loader. Harkee, knight, what 1s all 
that there outlandiſh ſtuff? (p. 36.) 
Sir G. Read, read, The es of angels. 
A contract for whoredom with a 
lewd Strumpet, the eloquence of angels ! 
wonderful! Lam at a loſs here to decide 
a very hard run match between 22%ſenſe 
and profaneneſs, and heartily with | could 
determine it in favour of the former ; to 
ſay truth, it ſtrives hard for the waſtery, 
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But let vs look a little further, and we 
ſhall really meet with the eloguence of an- 


gels ; what angels I mean, will be evident 


when we have heard what Mrs. Cole has 
10 ſay 
In the introduction (p. 9.) Mr. Foote 


talks of a Comic Mufe, the archneſs and 
ſeverity of whoſe ſmile is to redreſs ſome 


evil that 20 /aws can reach, or reaſon re- 
claim: to which of the nine this task was 
aſſign'd, the language of the piece (replete 
as 1 have obſerv'd with ſhocking profane- 


neſs) made it in poſſible, I own, for me 


to deviſe, but now the ſecret is out; this 
muſe it ſeems is no other than an old diſ- 
temper'd bawd, takenout of the ſtews; and 
I muſt confeſs, a very proper patroneſs, 
as well as probable inſpirer of all the pro- 
faneneſs ſhe is ſuppoſed to utter. To this 
comic muſe, is the noble part aſſign'd, of 


 lupplying e ridicule, which is the only 


antidote againſt the pernicious poiſon, in- 


ſtilled by /me, into the minds of others, 


(p 9.) But what is this pernicious poiſon? 


the Comic Muſe will inform us (p. 40.) 


Here, by Mr. Foote's good leave, I 


muſt take the liberty of obſerving, that 


his way of counter-working this pernici- 
ous poiſon, is by no means new, unleſs 
it be in the manner of adminiſtering the 


care; the famous lord Shaftesbury's works 
abundantly prove this :—indeed his lord- 
ſhip's Comic Muje was of a politer ſtamp, 


though of the fame ſentiments with Mr. 


Foote's. 

Mrs. Cole, I am worn out, thrown 
by, and forgotten, like a tattered gar- 
nen. —as Mr. Squintum ſays— 

Sir, this is a ſcripture image, Job. xiii. 
28. And he as 4 rotten thing conſumeth, 
as a GARMENT hat is moth-eaten. Pl. 
ci, 26. Yea, all of them ſhall wax old lite 
o GARMENT, and as a VESTURE ſhalt 
thou change them. This being the caſe, the 
Salvo, as Mr. Squintum ſays,” fo far from 
extenuating this profane ridicule upon 
the language and ſentiment of the Hpirit 
of Gop, that it adds greatly thereto, as the 
audience are hereby given to underſtand, 
that none but the 7timerant field orators, 
who are at declared enmity with common 
ſenſe, could ever have ſuch ideas, or uſe 
ſuch language, 

Mrs. Cole. But for him I had been a 
loft Sheep — _ 

Here again is a profane reflection upon 
the language of the holy ſcriptures, If. Iii. 
6. All we like SHEEP have gone aſtray, We 
have turned every one to his own way. Pl. 
cxix. 176. 7 have gone aſiray like a LO 
SHEEP, 1 Pet. Ii. 25, For ye were as SUEEP 


5 * 
Fs 
7 
. 
5 
3 
* 


_ == n * 
KA ——_ p P bb NS CT} _— a E 
W OY 9 _ _ = i : _ N * 8 


going 1 it may be obſerv'd, that 
our excellent liturgy begins its general 
confeſſion, in direct conformity with theſe 
ſcriptures: Almighty and mojt merciful 
Father ; we have erred and jirayed from 
thy ways like LOST SHEEP. 

Mrs. Cole. But for him I had never 
known the Comforts of the New Birth— 
Regeneration is not the work of a day— 


, (p.41.) got me with the New Bzrth, and I 


became, as you ſee, a New Creature. (p.406) 

J have collected, you may obſerve, ſir, 
paſſages from different parts of the Comic 
Muſe's ridicule, and now they are brought 
together, what a hideous group of 5laſ- 
phemy do they exhibit ? I ſay blaſphemy, 
ſince I am not logician enough to diſ- 
tinguiſh, between what is ſpoken againſt 
Gop's word, and what is ſpoken againſt 
Gop Himſelf. 

That theſe Expreſſions may ſeem as 
ridiculous as poſſible, and loſe none of 
their force, they are foil'd throughout, by 
others, which convey. the moſt impure 
and obſcene ideas; ſo that if a ſerious 
thought ſhould happen to rife in the 
hearts of the Auditors, it muſt be in- 


ſtantly ſtifled, 


But let us hear what Gop ſays upon 
ä the 


1] - 
the ſubjects before us—Ezek. xi, 19. I 


will put a new Spirit within you, Jer, xxxi. 
9. 1 am a Father to Iſi ael - which Scrip- 
ture is thus explained by St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
6. 18. I will be a Father unto you, and ye 
ſhall be my fons and daughters ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. The epiſtle to the Ephe- 
fians lays down a truth, which 1s the 
foundation of the ſcriptures above- men- 
tioned, as well as of thoſe I ſhell mention 
preſently Me are by Nature children of 
wrath Eph. li. 3. The Lord Chriſt 
therefore tells Nicodemus John ili. 3. 
Verily, Veriiy, I ſoy unto thee, except a 
Man be BORN AGAIN (or born from a- 
bove, as av: ber ſignifies} he cannot ſee the 
kingdom of God. And again our Lord 
repeats the ſame truth in the fame 
awful manner, under the like double 
aſſeveration, verſe 5. Ferily, Ferily, I 
fay, unto thee, except a man be BORN of 
water and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. Obſerve then 
that the New Birth, or Regeneration, is 
not the Doctrine of the Entluſaſt at 
Tottenham-Court, (I mean invented by 
him,) but of the Lord Jeſus Chrijt, 
the Lord from Heaven; and is fo eſſen- 
tial a truth of the goſpel, that unleis 
you and I, not only reverence and be- 
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lieve it, but actually experience it, we 


are undone for ever, for Chriſt ſays un- 


to us, as unto all, J/ay unto you except 
a man be BORN AGAIN he cannot ſee the 
kingdom of God, —And Matt, xix, 28, 
We are told of ſome who ſhall fit on 
Thrones; Namely, Ye which have fol- 
lowed me, ſaith our Lord, in the RE- 
CENERATION—Hear St. John. John i. 
12. 13. But as many as received Him, 
zo them gave he power to become the ſons 
of Gor, even to them that believe on his 
name, which were BORN, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
will of man, but of Gop. Hear alſo 
what St. Paul faith, 2 Cor. v. 17, If 
any Man be in Chriſt he is a New 
CREATURE, od things are paſſed away, 
and bebold all things are become new. 
Gal. vi. 15. For in Chriſt Jeſus, nei- 
ther circumciſion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumciſion, but a NEW CREA“ 
TURE, Tit. iii. 5. Not by works of 
egphteouſneſs that we have done, but 
according to his mercy he ſaved us, by 
the waſhing of REGENERATION, and 
RENEWING of the Holy Ghoſt, 
And now, fir, what think you !—are 
theſe truths, proper fubjects for ridicule 
upon the public ſtage ? Rather is it 
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not ſhocking to the laſt degree, to think 
an audience could poſſibly be found 
in a chriſtian land, who could fit and 
laugh at them night after night ? How 
little do ſuch think of the ſolemn office, 
by which they were initiated into a fel- 
lowſhip with our church ! it begins with 
theſe remarkable words. For aſmuch as 
all men are conceived and born in ſin, 
and that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, None can 
enter into the kingdom of Gon, except he 


be REGENERATE and BORN ANEW of 


water and of the Spirit, &c, So that as 
I have obſerved before, confidering our 
Religion only in a political view, the 
offence of ridiculing its moſt facred and 
Fundamental truths, is very great againſt 
the whole community, and carries with 
it a very high contempt of publick 
government: but alas! this—criminal 
as it is, is but trifling, when compared to 


what I muſt call, Crimen laſes Ma- 


jeſtatts divine, 

Mrs. Cole. Her time is not como 
all ſhall have their call, as Mr. Squin- 
tum ſays. (p. 41.) 

Our bleſſed Saviour faith, John vii. 6. 
My time is not come; as before John ii. 4. 
Mine hour is not yet come; therefore 
ridiculing this manner of ſpeaking, 1s 
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af 
a contirination of the infult upon Scrip- 
ture Janguage—ſo in regard to the lat- 
ter clauſe, all ſhall have their CALL—this 
is certainly true, for we are aſſured that 
our Lord came, #9 CALL /inners to re- 


pentance, Matt. ix. 13. Though fad ex- 


perience, as well as ſacred truth informs 
us, many are CALLED, but few are 
choſen. Mat. xx. 16. So that the Sar- 
caſm which is here intended to be fix'd 
upon the word call, as a cant-word of 
Mr, Squintum's, falls upon mim, on 
whom whoſoever falleth ſhall be broken, 
but on whomever he ſhall fall he vill 
grind him to powder, Matt. xxi. 44. May 
the author of the Mixos think on this 
and tremble ' 

Mrs. Cole. There had I been toſſing 
in a ſea of ſin — and had not the good 
gentleman piloled me into the harbour of 
grace, I muſt have ſtruck againſt the 
rocks of reprovation, and have been quite 
fwallowed up in the whirlpool of de- 
Jpair, p. 44. 

All this is ve ery profane and wicked; 
a wanton ſporting with the fruths, yea, 
the very words of the bibl. What a 
contempt is here thrown on that only re- 


iuge ſor guilty man—the rich and 27- 
B 3 Hunte 


finite grace of Almighty Gop, from which 
delightful attribute He is ſtiled the Gop 
of all GRACE] I Pet. v. 10. 

The idea of a ſoul's being in danger of 
Jipꝛrecꝶ is too dreadful one would think 
to be jeſted with - but leaſt any ſhould till 
conſider theſe things as Mr. Squintum's 

abſurdities, let them read 1 Tim i. 19 
and there they will find the very expreſ- 
ſion: they will alſo find the royal 

Pſalmiſt, PC. Iv. ſaying, v. 5. Fearfulneſs 
and trembling are come upon me, and bor- 
ror hath overwhelmed me. He adds, v. 8. 
I would haſten my eſcape from the windy 

' ftorm and tempeſt, And Pl. xlii. 7. All 
thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 
Nc, fir, it is clear to demonſtration 
that David, when he wrote theſe words, 
was in the very condition ſo contempt- 
ouſly and profanely ſcoffed at by Mr. 
Foote, in the firſt part of the ſpeech. 
Again, Is Reprobation to be laugh'd at 
the dreadful ſentence of Gop againſt a foul 
given up to everlaſting deſtruction *—1s 
this a ſubject of ridicule ! — Is that hor- 
rible, that mot horrible of all ſtates on 
this ſide hell, Deſpair, to be trifled with, 
and ſerve only to finiſh a chmax of pro- 
fane wit ! Sir, you have good ſenſe, 
* See Prov. i. 24, &c. 2 Theſſ. ii. 11, 12, 


ham-Court. 


IC 


now exert it — lay your hand upon your 
heart — and aſk yourſelf — ought theſe 
things ſo to be ?—but to proceed. 

Mrs. Cole. He was the precious inſtru- 
ment of my HHiritual Sprintling. (ib.) 

We read, Ila. Iii 15. He ſhall SpRix- 
KLE many Nations. Ezek xxxvi. 25, Then 
will I SPRINKLE clean water upon you — 
Now, fir, you muſt fee that theſe pro- 
miſes are not to be taken according to the 
letter, but plainly denote a SPIRITUAL 
SPRINKLING, even that deſcribed, Heb. 
X. 22, Having cur hearts SPRINKLED 


From an evil conſcience, So Heb, xii. 24. 


Ye are come to the blood of SPRINKLING — 
called, 1 Pet. 1, 2. The SPRINKLING 0 

the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, Yet this Spi- 
ritual Sprinkling, the promiſe of Almigh- 
ty Gor, the Hope, the Deſire, the Sal- 
vation of chriſtians in all ages, is ſet as 
a mark upon a public theatre, for thou- 
ſands to make a mock of, under the no- 
tion of its being the local, and peculiar 
abſurdity of a mad enthuſiaſt at Totten- 
Can wy thing be more 


dreadful ! 

The next obſervation I ſhall trouble 
you with, concerns all that has gone be- 
fore; the Saving Grace of God is a doc- 
trine, in which the whole of Chriſtianity 
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centers, and is the only foundation of the 
chriſtian's bleſſedneſs in time and in eter- 
nity ; but this is ridiculed as a more pe- 
culiar doctrine of Mr. Squintum's gw, 
than any of the preceding. 

Mrs. Cole. He ſtep din with hi; ſaw- 
ing grace p. 46.) 

Sir, the SAvING GRACE of Gop is the 
grand ſubject of which Moſes, and all the 
Pr ophets have ſpoken, * and the chief pur 
pole of the whole Bible, is, to ſhew the 
loft children of Adam their miſery by 
nature, and their reſtoration by the ſaving 
grace of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus. . By GRACE 
ye = SAVED, Eph. ii. 5. And again v. 
75, 8, 9. That in the ages to come, he might 


fhew the riches of his Gract in his kind- 


neſs towards us, thro' Chriſt Jeſus. For 
by GRACE are ye SAVED thro” faith, and 
that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of 
Gop, not of works, leſt any man " Fouls 
boaſt. The ſame apoſtle tells Titus ii. 
11. The GRACE of Gop. which bring- 


etDSALVATION, hath appeared unto all men. 


Mr. Foote's manner of expreſſing him- 
ſelf, viz. His (i. e. Squintum's) ſaving 


grace, inſtead of being a ſalvo for the 
profaneneſs of this ſpeech, only makes 


bad worſe, as was obſerv'd before p. 17,18, 
Acts Ill, 24. 
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upon the phraſe, “ As Mr. Squintum 
ſays,” to which I deſire for brevity's ſake 
to refer you. 

P. 43. furniſhes us with another ſad in- 
ſtance of profane ridicule upon the lan- 
guage of ſcripture. 

Mrs. Cole. A good name, as Mr. 
Squintum ſays, is better than a gallipot 
of ointment, (p. 43.) 

This ſentiment in Eccl. vii. 1. ſtands 

thus, A good name is better than ee 
OINTMENT, 
Butt this would not have made the au- 
dience laugh ; therefore to keep up the 
true ſpirit of his piece, Mr. Foote inſerts 
ſomething elſe, and calls it“ a gallipot of 
ointment,” 

And now, fir, I think I have kept my 
word, and have not at all entered upon 
any perſonal defence of Mr. W. and I 
hope you will do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve me, when I aſſure you I mean no 
” ſuch thing, though I ſum up what has 
been ſaid in the following {login — 
vir. Mr. Foote has ridiculed the doctrines 
of the New Birth, Regeneration, being a 
New Creature, the Influence and Aids of 
the Spirit, and Saving Grace 
But theſe are the doctrines of the Scrp- 

zures, and of our National Church — 


[ 22 } 
Ergo, He hath ridiculed the doct- 


rines of the Scr2ptures, and of our National 
Church. 

The firſt propoſition may perhaps be 
attempted to be evaded; to be denied it 
cannot, for it has been fully proved—hows- 
ever it may probably be ſuggeſted, that 
Mr. Foote only meant to "make theſe 
things ridiculous as taught by a mad 
Enthuſiaſt. —Sir, let them be taught by 
whomſocver they may, they are ne- 
vertheleſs the 7ruths of Gop, and if the 
blaſphemy of the Minor had gone ſo 
far as to ridicule the doctrine of the 
being of a Gon, I cannot apprehend it 
any excuſe to tay, © it is only done 
becauſe Mr. Squintum teaches it.” The 
devil himſelf could ſay, I now thee 
who thou art, the holy one of Gop, Mark 
1. 24. but no man ever ridiculed that 
truth becauſe Satan confeſſed it — nei- 
ther is it the leaſt Juſtification for ridi- 
culing the ſacred truths we have been 
_ conſidering, to ſay, They are taught 
at Tottenham-Court ; not even th: ough 
Mr. W. is as bad a man as Mr, Foote 
repreients him, a worſe I own I cant 
conceive, if all Mr, Foote ſays of him 


be true, unleſ⸗ it be Mr. Foote himſelf, 


a | 15 _ 


upon ſuppoſition that what he ſays of 


Mr. W. be falſe. 

Now, fir, give me leave to appeal to 
your own good ſenſe and judgment, Whe- 
ther upon the foregoing view of the Mi- 
NOR, you think it a Proper entertain- 
ment tor His Majeſty's Comedians to ex- 
hibit, or His Majeſty's Subjects to at- 
end to—whether you think there is ſuch 
a Veneration for our Holy Religion a- 
mong the people, as to need any re- 
trenchment — And, laſtly, whether 
making the language of the Scriptures, 
and the doctrines of the goſpel ridiculous, 

can be likely to anſwer: any other end, 

than increaſing the daily growth of 
Impiety, and Infidelity amongſt people of 
all degrees. 

As to the author of the M1xo, Ican 
very readily attribute the ſhare he bears 


in this performance, to the moſt pro- 


found 1gnorance of Sacred things, and 


would charitably think, that all the Know- 


ledge he hath of the ſeveral expreſſions 
and doctrines he has ridiculed, is, in con- 
ſequence of his attendance upon the 
preaching of Mr. Squintum, in order to 
laugh at him. — Hence he thought (as he 
had not been uſed to ſuch language) that 
they were the vapours of a diſtempered 
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brain, and treated them accordingly, fo 
that like Solomon's madman, Prov. xxvi, 
18, 19. he hath been caſing ab ut fire- 
brands, arrows, and death, and faying— 
Am I not in ſport * 
But as every man in this country muſt 
have opportunities, if he will make 
uſe of them, of being better informed, 
Ignorance of the truths of the Bible (in 
thoſe who can read eſpecially) is wil- 
ful, conſequently inexcuſable: I hope 
therefore Mr. Foote will endeavour for 
the future to inform himſelf better, and 
then make what amends he can to the 
public, for having been, not only the 
Author, and, by more than one way, 
the Publiſher of the Minox, but for hav- 
ing been the promoter of an open attack 
upon the truths and language of the ſa- 
cred Volume, by the mouths of the moſt 
profligate and wicked of the people ; for 
we can hardly walk the ſtreets, but we 
hear ballads, in which the very words of 
our bleſſed Saviour are blaſphem'd, and 
treated as the rare doctrine of Dr. Squin- 
tum Grub-ſtreet has taken the hint, 
has ſeconded the attack upon our holy 
religion and its divine author, and ſent 
forth ſuch Blaſphemy as I dare not men- 
tion——the author of the MixoR firſt 


> 8 * Tk 7 3 ——— 
n : a 4 8 evey] 

© , U & — of 

+ 2 > ä 


e SIE TN, N 


$a Fe 2 7 b e r 
ths 2 — 2 8 
ns F N = 4 


x \ FB, _ FR £ 


0 LT mr. \ —_ ol _ 1 ie | 
1 ee r » l e PR - = 
"*%'2, SY” 
* 
O 
„ i — 
” 
Il 5 1 | | 


ſet the tone a rolling, and Gor grant 


that it may not fall upon his own 
head ?—rather may a deep ſenſe of his 
guilt, be a means of bringing him to 
unfeigned repentance before the throne 
of the Almighty, and of making him 
a monument of that Saving Grace 
he has treated with ſuch profane con- 
tempt. 

For you, fir, I cannot think fo ill of you, 
as to imagine you will turn a deaf ear to 
what has been ſaid, and ſuffer the plead- 
ings of unlawful gain to open your doors 
for the probable deſtruction of the un- 
wary, the thoughtleſs, the young, and 


(till corrupted by the Minor) the com- 


paratively innocent. I don't wonder ſo 
much, that a few poor abandoned 


wretches, ſhould gladly embrace any 


opportunity, of crawling forth, to bask 
in the ſunſhine of a ſummer's licence—but 
no ſuch motive can you have; you have 
a large and lucrative ſhare, fir, as a Pa- 
tentee; and your ſhining, nay, unequalled 
abilities, as a Performer, have too great 
a command over the attention of the 
town, for you to ſtand in need of ſuch 
an auxiliary as Mr. Foote—in this reſpect 
you may ſay, as Hecuba did to Priam, 
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Non tali auxilio, non defenſoribus iſtis 
Tempus eget, 


As for your actors they are paid the | 
fame; play what you may; therefore I | 
am doing no injury, either to yourſelf or 
to them, when, for your own fake, for 
the ſakes of thoſe concerned with you, | 
for the fake of your audience, for the | 
fake of every ſerious minded man in 
the kingdom, whether of the clergy 
or laity — but above all for G o b's 
fake—let who will propoſe acting the Mi- 
NoR—l intreat you to drive it, with juſt 
indignation, from your countenance and 
protection rather ſay— O my ſoul! come 
not thou into their ſecret, unto their aſſem- 
bly, mine honour be not thou united ! 
That the divine bleſſing may accom- 
pany this letter, to yourſelf, and every 
reader, is the ſincere wiſh and prayer 


of, 


8 1 R. 
Your real Friend 


and Well-wiſher, 


ANT1-PROFANUS, 
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INCE I wrote the above, I have 
ſeen a pamphlet of Mr. Foote's, en- 
titled, a letter 0 the Rev. Author of the 
Remarks Critical and Chriſtian on the 
MinoR—and I muſt own, I did expect 


* to find ſome colourable endeavour to 


apologize for the Profaneneſs and 
Blaſphemy charged againſt him —— 
but ſmart and clever as Mr. Foote 
can be upon other occaſions, how weak 
does he Per in this part of his per- 
formance ? He begins his anſwer to the 
charge, p. 32. thus, The accuſation 
„ you ſupport, by producing ſeveral a- 
© bominable expreſſions, as you call 
* them, from the mouth of Mrs. Cole, 
e which you ſay are fit only for the 


„ mouth of the devil, why, conti- 


nues Mr, Foote, © they do come from 
„the mouth of a being little better 
„than the devil.” — The introduction 
to the MixoR informs us, p. 10. of 
Mrs. O'Shochneſy's refuſal of the part 
of the Baud. Well, ſays Mr. Foote, 
« FI do the character myſelf, p. ibid.” 
The Dramatis Perſonæ tells us Mr. 
Foote was as good as his word, tho' 
he ſeems to have forgot it in his anſweg 


[28 ] 

to his Rev. correſpondent, for out of 
that very being's mouth (as well as out 
of that very beings heart) who per- 
ſonated Mrs, Cole, did the expreſſions 
complained of proceed—and how much, 
or how little better than the Devil that 
being is, I don't take upon me to ſay. 
But for thoſe (i. e. thoſe expreſſions) 
„ ſhe or her teachers are anſwerable 
** not your humble ſervant,” ib. I inſiſt 
upon it that if the Rev. Gentleman's 
humble ſervant wrote the MiNok, he, 
and no one elſe, taught Mrs. Cole; he 
and no one elſe, 1s anſwerable for 7ho/e 
expreſſions, © Theſe are her words 
not mine.” ib. How does this argu- 
ment ſtand ? ] think thus—as if I was 
to ſay, the obſervations in. this letter are 
mine, while I am writing, but if befides 
printing, and publiſhing, 1 Was to per- 
ſenate " another chara; Jer, and rehearſe 
them in a publick afſembly they would 
not be mme—ſurely Mrs. Cole did not 
take a voyage to Boulogne for no- 
thing. 

Prom argument Mr. Foote advances to 
precedent, in which he is equally, untor- 
tunate, and plead:, p. 28, 29. The ancient 
cuſtom of acting ſcripture plays— ** after 


the revial of letters,” ſays our learned 
apologiſt, “ were not the molt intereſting 
** patlages of the Old and the New Teſ- 
* <* tament converted into plays—and did 
* © not their ſcholars perform them? their 
directors wiſely judging that the Uſeful, 
« blended with the Pleaſing, would be 
j more readily received, and make a 
$. © deeper impreſſion, than a ſet of be: 
tics delivered with dr yneſs, and inforc'd 
with ſeverity.” 
How wiſely their dircctors judged, is 
not the point—though it is certain, they 
Judged fooliſhly, in propoſing a way of 
teaching, ſo oppolite to that laid down in 
{cripture-—but the point now to be con- 
tzdered is, how wi/e/y Mr. Foote argues 
in defence of the MinoR : Let us hear — 
Our forefathers (not in the days of learn- 
ng, but of Monkith ignorance) with a 
Ficus and ferrous intention, took this me- 
thod of inſtructing people in the truths of 
the {cripture, Ergo, Mr, Foote, in this in- 
lightened and proteſtant age, with no other. 
intent than to get money, thinks himſelf au- 
thorized to teach people to laugh at them. — 
Oh moſt lame and impotent concluſion! 
Juſt ſuch another follows next, p. 33. 
where he inſtances Ben Johnſon giving 
C 3 


JO 


his hypocritical faints ſcripture language: 


Mr. Foote might as well go out a deer- 
ſtealing, and then defend it, by ſaying, that 
Zoyeaxeomexp (as he calls him) who was 


an author and player before him, did the 


ſame. I ſay this, ſupf ofing Ben Johnſon's 


Profaneneſs equal to Mr. Foote's, which 


it no more reſembles, than Mr. Foote's 
1 reſembles the wit and humour, 

r (to do Mr. Foote juſtice) the beaſtl.- 
neſs and obſcenity of the Alcbemiſi—upon 
looking over the play, Iam {urprized how 
Ben Johnſon could ſo ſevetely latyr ze the 


Puritans, and yet keep ſo clear of ſcrip- 


ture phraſes as he has done: his wit 
is chiefly turn'd on the peculiar affectu- 
tion of a ſtarch'd and preciſe language, 
amongſt thoſe people: 1 don't find one 


doctrine ofourcommon chriſtian ityſo much 


as mentioned, except indecd 1 in one or two 


inſtances, I moſt confeſs, he has the cre- 


dit of being Mr. Foote” predeceſſor in a 
very ureverent mention 0j the Holy Spi- 


rit. 


« But pray why are the perſons of 


the Methodiſts more ſanctißed than thoſe 
of the Quakers, and other Diffenters from 
the eſtablſh'd church? Vihy heir ex» 
preſjions more ſacred ? Yet the latter have 
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found their way to the ſtage,“ p. 33. 
Here Mr. Foote gives us another caſt of 
his art— a little beide his 6wn Writings 
and words ccaſe to be his own, becauſe 
te ſpoke them in the character of Mrs. 


Cole—and now the ſcripture language be- 


cauſe uſed by Diſſenters, is not to be look' d 
upon as the ſcripture language z but as 


their e — © theſe het ir x- 
prejji ons, ſays Mr, Focte, have found 
their way to the ſtage, „ — True 


but it was by the affifiance of geniuſes 


like the famous Julian, or Vir, Foote, or 
I think I may venture to ſay, they never 


had found their way thither, at leaſt as 
they appear in tne MingR, 
But the author of the Minor would 
give us to underſtand, that, © there 1s 
ſuch a Character in nature as Mrs. Cole, 
that granted, ſays he, is that character 
a proper obj ect for. the Rage?” p. 32. 
As Mr. Foote has drawn it, 1 anſwer, 
no—there can be no propricty in intro— 
ducing any Character upon the ſtage, 
Where the miſcheifs, pointed out by the 
preceding obſervations I have made in 
this letter, are ſo apparent. —— I have 


met with, in the life of the ſamcus 


Earl of Rocheſter, an account of a very 
ingenious ſpeech he once made at a 


tavern, in favour of Atheiſin, but ſhould 
that ſpeech be ſuffered to be uttered 
upon the ſtage ?—why not ?—there was, 
and I am afraid is, ſuch a character in 
nature, as that nobleman is ſaid to have 
been. 

But I muſt beg leave to deny that 
there is ſuch a charatier in nature, 
as Mrs, Cole ; I can't help thinking it, 
conſidered in all its circumſtances, the 
moſt unnatural character ever exhibit- 
ed—as to the woman it is ſuppoſed to 
be meant for, ſhe, as I am informed never 
made the leaſt pretenlions to ſandtily; 
ſhe is as free, I am told, from the vice 
of hypocriſy, as Col. Charteris, of a- 
mots memory, is repreſented to have been 
by Dr. Arbuthnot, and ſor the ſame 
reaſon too, I muſt grant Mr, Foote, that 
doubtleſs, there are people amongſt Mr. 
Squintum's hearers, who, as Sir George 
obſerves, impiouſiyſroſlitute the moſt ſacred 
inſtitutions to the moſt infernal purfefes. 
Min. p. 83. For the truth of this, I 
appeal to Mr. Foote's own attendance at 
Tottenham- Court, and the uſe he has 
made of it. 

I muſt, before I conclude, fir, ob- 
ſerve upon Mr. Foote's idea of the Chriſ- 
tian religion—the medium, by, which he 
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proves the rationality of its principles 
is this, p. 15. that its © doctrines are 
« not calculated to captivate the paſſions, 
but inform the underſtanding, not 


oe 


« framed for conqueſt but convic- 


„ 

Now iſt. he here informs us that 
the Doctrines of chriſtianity are not 
calculated to caſivate the paſſions - he- 
ther. Mr. Foote reckons Love and Fear 
amongſt the paſſions I can't ſay; for my 
part, I reckon them the two grand lead=- 
ing paſſions of the Human Soul; theſe, 
as the Bible and fad experience ſhew 
us, have naturally a wrong biaſs, and are 
miſerably captivated under the Tyranny 
of our luſts and corruptions ; from this 
thraldom it is the di ſtinguiſhed province 
of chriſtianity to fet us free, and fub 
jugate the ſoul to the c yoke of Chriſt, 
Matt. xi 29. So that being made free 
from [in we ſhould become the ſervants of 
Righteouſneſs, Rom. vi. 18. that we 
ſhould o GOD becauſe he hath firſt 
lived us, Joh. iv. 19. and fear no- 
thing but what can lead us to ofiend 
Him, fo that every thought is brought 
into CapTIvITY 70 the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 5. Surely then chriſ- 
tianity is ſomething more than the bare 
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information of the underſtanding, it is 


as far beyond it, as practice is beyond 


principle. Not framed for conqueſt, 

but conviction' this is ſaying much the 
ſame thing in other words; I think what- 
ever is intended to conquer and ſubdue 
fin and corruption, thoſe inbred rebels 
within the heart of man, and bring it 
back to its due allegiance to Gov its lawful 
ſovereign, may be faid to be framed for 
conqueſt, for ſurely this is the moſt noble 
of all congue//s, and I believe Mr. Foote 
is the firſt writer who profeſſed to be 
lieve chriſtianity, and diſputed theſe to- 
be the purpoſes of the goſpel Happy 
ſhould I be, could I fee his underſtand- 
ing informed, and his mind convinced; 
ſoon ſhould l hope the gracious work 
might proceed ſtill far, and his paſ= 


ions be captivated and ſubdued under 


the love of what he now, thro' igno— 
rance, diſdains, and by reaſon of dark- 
neſs cannot comprehend— whether this 


day may ever arrive, a long ſuffering Gon 


only knoweth ! If not—how empharically 
may we apply thoſe ſtriking words of 


Virgil to the wretched author of the Mi- 
8 


Turno tempus erit, magno cum optaverit 
emptum 
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Intactum Pallanta, & cum, Spolia iſta, 
diemque 
Oderit—multo Gemitu Lachrymiſque. 
Excuſe me, fir, if I beg your pati- 
ence a little longer, while your attention 
is deſired, and I hope your utmoſt de- 
teſtation excited at what follows 
Sir William. Damn'd queer Peep 
P. 35. 
He is damn'd rich— 1 
Loader. Zounds, what a cormorant! 
p- 36. 
Why what the Devi//— p. 37. 
The Devil! ib. 
Sir George. Zounds, none. p. 49. 
Why, what the Devil can 1 do ? 
p. Fo. 
Damn your ſorrow. ib. 
R. Wealthy. Sdeath, that a Raſcal, 
CC. p. 57. 
Loader. A pretty Son of a Bitch this 
baron! p. 66. 
Sir George. A moſt infernal run— 74 
Death and the Devil. ib. 
Sir Wm, What the Devil is the matter? 
82. 
* I have here inſerted the above elegan- 
cies found in the play itſeſß, to ſhew 
farther how it agrees with the Intro- 
duction. I think they ſhould not be 
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paſſed by unnoticed, tho* I could not 
well without interruption take notice of 
them before, eſpecially as I have an 
obſervation to make upon two of the 
expreſſions which are here and elſewhere 
_ uſed, aswords of courſe. The words Zounds 
(by ſome written Sox s) and *Sdeath, are 
contractions of his wounds—his death — 
meaning the wwornds and death of the 
Son of Gor : J obſerve this, to ſhew 
the horror of ſuch expreſſions; to ſhew 
likewiſe how · much every way Mr. Foote 
1s qualified for a reformer, and that if 
that ſound policy he ſpeaks of (p. 29, 30. 
of his letter) ſhould once exert itſelf, 
% and no amuſements be. eſtabliſhed as 
* occupations for the idle, or relaxations 
& for the active, but what are uſeful in 
* their tendency, or at leaſt harmleſs in 
e their conſequence,” the Minor, would 
hardly be ſuffered, to claim a ſhare in 
the entertainment of the public. 
Sir, excuſe the trouble of this, and 
once more give me leave to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, 

Yours, &c. 
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